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London and other big cities, and also the effective
advertisement of such accommodation in order that it
may become known to that class who chiefly need it.
Several lists of such lodgings have been issued within
the last few years, but it is an unfortunate fact that
even the most recent of these have been literally worse
than useless owing to the great number of inaccuracies
contained. A really reliable and comprehensive list
is still lacking.

(h) We have already suggested in several places
that the religious instruction provided, both within
the Homes and outside them, is found to-day to fail
lamentably, both in a grasp of opportunities, in an
appreciation of the needs of the age and in its avowed
purpose. There is the greatest need that this most
important of all counteracting influences against
wrongdoing should be brought to bear with all
possible effectiveness. There are, unfortunately,
many at the present day who would question the utility
of any effort based on religion in combating such
conditions as those with which we are concerned. If
we are to attempt to find a remedy in this direction,
therefore, it is of the first importance that a basis
of agreement should be reached by workers and
supporters of all shades of opinion, whether they
approach the problem primarily from the religious,
social, philosophical, scientific, medical or public
health points of view.

The writer does not wish, when dealing with the
influence of religion upon morality, to take for his
argument any premiss which may be widely challenged
at the outset. He would prefer, if such a thing were
feasible, to find a common starting-line against which
all rational critics, of whatever belief or lack of belief,
will be able to set foot. To expect the whole world
to agree upon any one statement or policy is obviously
hopeless, but desiring to conflict with as few rational
opinions as possible, he would, therefore, advance